
ETHICAL ISSUES AND ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

Ethics is a branch of philosophy that deals with human conduct and character. It is therefore the 

study of morality and distinguishes right from wrong. In short, it is about human conduct as it 

ought to be, rather than as it actually is. Ethics asks questions such as ‘Is the action I took fair?’ 

and ‘what should be the right thing to do?’  

In this lesson we will learn the ethics of information use and intellectual honesty. We will also 

learn about: 

1. Plagiarism 

2. Copyright 

 

What is plagiarism? 

In this lesson, I am going to explain what plagiarism is using someone else’s published or 

unpublished ideas or intellectual products, work, idea, invention ect without acknowledging or 

citing the source of your information. 

 

Plagiarism can be described as: 

 an academic fraud 

 an intellectual theft which transgresses the fundamental values of scholarship 

 an act that can prevents learning, dissemination of new  knowledge and a threat to the 

integrity of the scientific record and 

 It is literary theft which puts one’s academic integrity into disrepute. 

 

Persons who plagiarise include: 

• Students and academics 

• Journalists 

• Authors 

• Professionals 

• Businesses and many others 



Forms of plagiarism 

 careless paraphrasing 

 The copying of identical text  

 providing incomplete references that mislead the reader into believing that the ideas 

expressed belong to the author of the text. 

 Self-plagiarism, which portrays previous work as new, is also considered a form of 

plagiarism. 

Examples of plagiarism are 

 Copying a text from the Internet, from a book or an article, without citing the source and 

handing it in as your own 

 Rewriting a text in your own words without stating your source 

 Paying for an essay and presenting it as your own 

 Handing in another student’s work under your own name 

 Copying statistics, maps, tables or charts without stating their sources 

 State someone else's artistic work as your own 

 

The Plagiarism Spectrum 

1. Intentional Plagiarism 

2. Unintentional Plagiarism 

 

Intentional Plagiarism 

In an academic setting, it is important to distinguish between intentional and unintentional 

plagiarism 

1. Intentional plagiarism: may warrant disciplinary actions 

2. Students who knowingly plagiarise break ethical codes of conduct. 

 This is known as academic misconduct and may face disciplinary actions including:  

1. failing grades,  



2. expulsion and  

3. even degree loss. 

4. Inadvertent plagiarism (not intentional) can create an avenue to foster 

greater student  understanding and learning. 

 

How can one plagiarised? 

• Intentional plagiarism is marked by very clear-cut actions such as: 

1. Purchasing papers or hiring the services of ghost writers and claiming authorship 

2. Claiming authorship of work that is not yours 

3. Purposefully copying significant portions of another’s work without proper 

attribution. 

 

Why do Students Plagiarise? 

• Changing or intentionally providing incomplete citation or source of information. 

• Intentional plagiarism is driven by clusters of motivation: 

• Fear of failure/Lack of confidence/Pressure to succeed 

• Laziness/Focus on other priorities 

• Procrastination/Time pressures 

• Lack of understanding/Lack of ability 

• Lack of interest/Lack of engagement with course/subject 

 

Unintentional Plagiarism 

This type of Plagiarism occurs as a result of not fully understanding how academic conventions 

work 

And not Knowing how to properly incorporate the ideas and words of other authors into your 

written work. 

 

Unintentional Plagiarism 



Plagiarism that happens in this context represents a lack of student understanding, and these 

include: 

• Not knowing when and how to quote information, 

• Not knowing when and how to paraphrase effectively 

• No proper acknowledgement of sources 

• Not understanding how to gather, organise and take notes effectively 

• Unaware of specific academic conventions that apply at the institution. 

• Not understanding the assignment 

• Doing collaborative work and not understanding what it means 

 

Consequences of Plagiarism 

• The consequences/penalties for violating cases of plagiarism range from disciplinary 

sanctions such as probation, suspension, and dismissal to educational interventions such as 

attending a workshop or writing a paper.  

• Any work that is the product of plagiarism is generally assigned a grade of zero by the 

instructor. 

• When caught plagiarizing, not only will you be removed from your course and institution, 

but you may never be able to study for a degree again. 

• Students who cheat become professionals who cheat 

• Students who cheat enter the workforce unprepared and unable to contribute positively to 

economic and academic growth  

 

Strategies for Success 

To avoid plagiarism accidentally: 

 Keep accurate notes when doing research 

 Educate yourself on plagiarism policy 

 Master the procedure for citing sources; and 

 Learn to paraphrase without borrowing the language or structure used in an original source. 



 Use quotation marks when quoting 

 

Copyright Law in Ghana 

• The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) defines copyright as a legal term 

that describes the rights given to creators for their literary and artistic works.  

• According to Harrod (1981), copyright refers to a procedure whereby the originator of a 

piece of intellectual property such as a book, article or piece of music receives due 

recompense for inventiveness or imagination expended. 

• Copyright is the branch of law that holds the legal provisions on the rights of writers, artists 

and other creative persons to determine how their literary or artistic works may be used. 

•  For a creation to be regarded as a piece of work, it must have attained the high standard 

required of a work, meaning that it should display originality as a result of the originators 

personal making.  

  

• It is a legal term/concept that gives the creator of original work “exclusive rights” to control 

the use of his/her work for a limited time. These rights are:  

 the right to make copies of the work,  

 the right to be credited for the work,  

 the right to determine who may adapt the work to  other derivative forms, such as 

translations, performance, financial benefit from the work, and  other related rights.  

 Authors may transfer by contract those rights to publishers, or users, to authorize them to 

make copies, translations, performances, recordings, etc.  

 However, authors do not have monopoly to control all uses of their works: the law foresees 

some “legal exceptions” to the benefit of the public   

 For knowledge improvement and academic purposes. 

 

Main Issues in a Copyright Law 

• Gives monopoly to authors and creators in order to stimulate intellectual and artistic 

creativity. 



• Authors and creators may transfer their monopolistic rights to publishers for marketing 

purposes. 

• Users/Publics have rights in the form of “fair use” (academic purposes and knowledge 

improvement). 

 

 

Three Copyright Acts of Ghana 

• Copyright Act 85 of 1961 

• PNDC Law 110 

• Copyright Act 690 of 2005 

 

 

Under section 2 of the Bill, the following are stated: 

1) The rights of the author are protected during the life of the author and seventy years after the 

death of the author. 

  

2) Where a work is co-authored, the rights of the authors referred to are protected during the life 

of the last surviving author and seventy years after the death of that author. 

1) A library and archive with activities that are not for gain may, without the authorization of the 

author of copyright, make a single copy of the work by reprographic reproduction. 

 2) A reprographic reproduction under subsection (1) may be made when the work reproduced is 

a published article, other short work or short extract of a work and where the purpose of the 

reproduction is to satisfy the request of an individual. 

3) The library or archive shall under subsection (1) ascertain that the copy is to be used solely for 

the purpose of study, scholarship or private research.  

4) The act of reproduction under subsection (1) a copy is made in order to preserve or replace a 

copy which has been lost, destroyed or rendered unusable in the permanent collection of similar 

library or archive if it is impossible to obtain the copy under reasonable conditions.  

• Where a library or, archive requires more than a single copy of a work by reprographic 

reproduction,  

• The permission for this shall be obtained from the author, or the owner of copyright or 

from an appropriate collective administration society authorized by the publisher. 

 


